ABSTRACT OF THE INVENTION 


Force feedback is provided to a user of a client computer receiving information such as a 
web page over a network such as the World Wide Web from a server machine. The client 
machine has a force feedback interface device through which the user experiences physical force 
feedback. The web page may include force feedback information to provide authored force 
effects. Force feedback is correlated to web page objects by a force feedback program running 
on the client and based on input information from the interface device, the web page objects, and 
the force feedback information. Generic force effects can also be provided, which are applied 
uniformly at the client machine to all web page objects of a particular type as defined by user 
preferences at the client machine. A web page authoring interface is also described that includes 
the ability to add force sensations to a web page. The user may assign force effects to web page 
objects and immediately feel how the web page will feel to an end user. A web page is output by 
the interface, including force information to provide the force effects at a client. The authoring 
tool can include or access a force design interface for creating or modifying force effects. 


Docket No. IMM1P062 


-97- 


